Beth Gongregation And Pastor Are Missing 


Comus Man Finds Owning Church Is Frustrating 


By LARRY VAN GOETHEM 

staff Writer 

I Sugarloaf . Mountain Chapel 
; near Comus is a little church 
without a congregation, which is 
searching for a congregation 
i without a church. 

• It’s owner, F. N. Johnson, a 
i Comus farmer and cattle rais- 

• er,. says he will give it to a re- 
: sponsible , church group willing 
' to permanently maintain it as 

a church. 

It is unusual enough that 
Johnson should own the little 
chapel. Still more unique is the 
fact that he purchas^ it, has 
repaired it at great expense, 
pays county taxes and buys in- 
surance for it. 

Built during the early days of 
the Civil War, the little church 
is made of brick fired in the 
area. It has hand-hewn timbers 
in the roof. 

It stands on the Comus-Hyatts- 
town Road on a- rise overlooking 
■ the deep valley before Sugar- 
loaf Mountain. A small ceme- 
tery bn the side and in the rear 
contains graves of its former 
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NO CONGREGATION — F. N. Johnston • ^ ^ 

studies a sign inviting visitors to pray at his roads, the former Methodist church is 

church near Sugarloaf Mountain. Located off available for sei'vices. 


CHURCH 

(Centinufed From Page One) 

owner, Otis Holland, and man\ 
ancestors of people still livinf 
in the area. 

Johnson, who purchased i 
from Holland’s heirs two year; 
after his death in 1949, for “j 
couple of thousand dollars” ha; 

. ^ce invested about $10,000 ii 
jits maintenance. 

The church hasn’t had a min 
' ister or congregation for years 
although church groups hav 
used it sporadically, Johnso: 
says. 

But each time a congregatior 
begins using it, the followini 
gradually dwindles, he says 
and they finally leave it desert 
ed again. 

Johnson came here from 
Washington in 1949. He former- 
ly worked with the Corps of En- 
gineers. He originally purchas- 
ed his farm, “Loafing Along”, 
froin Holland, but this did not 
then include the church and 
cemetery. 

After Holland’s death, he 


learned that a neighbor planned ; 
to open a commercial establish- 
ment there so he purchased the 
church property to save as a 
house of worship. 

Although he has permitted 
many congregations to use it, 
Johnson is now ready to deed 
the property to any group he 
finds willing and able to main- 
tain it. 

So far nobody wants it but 
Johnson, he says wryly. 

Johnson ffi-st hoped to inter- 
est the Episcopal Church in 
holding services, “but they did- 
n’t seeni to vjant it. It’s too 
much out of the way,” he point- 
ed out. 

He keeps a sign on the lawn 
I inviting visitors to stop for 


of satin peau de soie.~Her 
head piece was a blue satin 
flower accented with pearls 
and she carried a cascade of 
white shasta daisies. 

Miss Joyce E. Grove and 
Miss Barbara S. Myers, sis- 
ter of the bridegroom, served 
as bridesmaids. They wore 
blue peau de sole gowns and 
headpieces matching that of 
the maid of honor’s and they 
carried a cascade of yellow 
shasta daisies. 

Miss Ester Stup, cousin of 
the bride, served as flower 
girl. She wore a floor length 
blue peau de soie gown simi- 
lar to that of the maid of 
honor’s and bridesmaids’. She 
wore a head band of mixed 
yellow and white shasta dais- 
ies and carried a basket of 
mixed flowers. 

Jpmes Rannels of Ellicott 
City, was best man. Ushers 
were Larry B. Staley, broth- 
er of the bride, and the fath- 
er of the bridegroom. 

Ring bearer was Roelkey 



